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very respectable number of their classmates, either through social inheritance 
or through thorough training, write and speak English correctly enough for 
their age. Refreshing indeed is a recognition in any textbook of the signifi- 
cant fact of individual differences and of the need for differentiated 
instruction. Two collaborators have prepared a series' of fifty grammar drills 
based on minimum essentials of functional grammar. The drills are suitable 
for individual project work; exercises are frequently taken from the actual 
themes of high-school students; emphasis is always laid upon the correct 
form; moreover, the exercises, as the title indicates, are confined to the most 
important features of sentence structure together with the correct use of words 
in sentence-building. 

R. L. Lyman 

Bible readings. — The reading of selected passages from the Bible in open- 
ing exercises, devoid of all denominational and sectarian bias, is returning to 
favor in many sections of the country. Recognizing the Bible as the repository 
of the fundamental ethics of our civilization and appreciating at the same time 
the unsurpassed literature which is found therein, school men are more and 
more coming to believe that an acquaintance with the Scriptures is a valuable 
asset in the lives of men and women. A book' of devotional exercises for collec- 
tive worship as it has been edited by Frank M. Rich presents short units of 
the Bible story requiring from three to five minutes to read. Mr. Rich sets 
forth the poetic selections as poetry, the narratives as brief stories, and inter- 
sperses all with occasional appropriate selections from other literature. This 
collection of readings furnishes a valuable book for both reUgious and secular 

schools as well as for private use. 

R. L. Lyman 



The practical application of business arithmetic. — ^It is very necessary that 
the student who has entered the business world or who intends to enter it 
possess a knowledge of and a skiU in the fundamental operations of arithmetic 
and the abiUty to apply this knowledge and skiU in practical business affairs. 
In order to acquire skill in the fundamental operations and to be able to apply 
this skill in actual business life, it is necessary that the skiU be acquired in 
working out real ^problems such as will be encountered in business sur- 
roundings. 

The aim of the author of a recent text in business arithmetic^ has "been 
.... to meet the educational needs of all those who wish to enter the business 

■ Carl Holltoay and Sophia Camenisch, English Grammar Drills. Chicago: 
Laird & Lee, 1922. Pp. 149. 

•Frank M. Rich, Morning Readings. Boston: Richard G. Badger, 1920. 
Pp. 3SS- $200. 

3 Helen J. Kiggen, Practical Business Arithmetic. New York: Macmillan Co., 
1922. Pp. xi-l-404. 



398 THE SCHOOL REVIEW [May 

world and those who have already entered it without sufficient knowledge of 
the fundamental operations in arithmetic or who lack the power to apply their 
knowledge to the solution of present day business problems" (p. v). 

As to topics treated, the book is not very different from many of our text- 
books on business arithmetic. The chief differences between this book and 
others on the same subject are the method by which the author connects each 
topic with practical business affairs and the consistency in the practical applica- 
tion of the work. This method of treatment may be illustrated from the 
chapter on "Units of Measure and Their Application." In this chapter, the 
methods of measuring dress goods, carpeting, papering, flooring, boards or 
lumber, time, heat, humidity, water, gas, electricity, wood, and coal are fuUy 
explained. In connection with each of the methods, exercises and real prob- 
lems are suggested whereby practice may be had in measuring. Computa- 
tion enters into each problem, affording practice in estimating, multiplying, 
dividing, etc. In every chapter of the book the methods are discussed, and 
numerous practical problems are suggested for the purpose of providing a 
practical application of the methods. 

The distinctive merit of the book rests on the author's method of furnish- 
ing an opportunity for developing skill in the practical application of the 
fundamental operations. Teachers and students of business methods in 
secondary schools wiU find the book suggestive and valuable. 

James Vaughn 



School shop equipment. — There is an abundance of literature dealing with 
shop organization and maintenance. This material, however, is to be found 
in widely separated sources, principally engineering handbooks and technical 
magazines. In many cases the treatment is highly specialized and unsuited 
to the purposes of the shop supervisor or teacher. 

Professor Greene in a new book' brings together, for the first time, materials 
selected from technical sources and from his own experience which will be of 
distinct value to school authorities responsible for the instalation of new shop 
equipment or with the reorganization of old equipment. 

As a result of the author's efforts there is presented an ample collection 
of valuable data and calculations required to instal successfully the various 
metal and wood-working machines. Practical problems involving the use 
of such data are brought up, and solutions worked out. The use of complex 
formulas has been avoided, and those which are given are amplified in such a 
way as to make them readily usable. 

A portion of the book covers material which is given in a fragmentary- 
fashion in texts on wood-working and metal-working. This is particularly 

'L. S. Greene, School Shop Installation and Maintenance. Peoria, Illinois: 
Manual Arts Press, 1922. Pp. 100. $1.25. 



